
The Americas in the 
Age of Independence 

• 

qt, 



 

 

The Building of American States 
The United States: Westward Expansion and Civil War 
The Canadian Dominion: Independence without War 
Latin America: Fragmentation and Political 
Experimentation 

American Economic Development 
Migration to the Americas 

Economic Expansion in the United States 

Canadian Prosperity 

Latin American Investments 

American Cultural and Social Diversity 
Multicultural Society in the United States 
Canadian Cultural Contrasts 

Ethnicity, Identity, and Gender in Latin America 

 

 

A village fish peddler, Fatt Hing Chin often roamed the coast of southern China in search of 
fish to sell at market. One day at the wharves, he heard a tale of mysterious but enticing 
mountains of gold beckoning young Chinese to cross the ocean. At nineteen years of age, 
Chin felt restless, and he longed for the glittering mountains. He learned that he could pur-
chase passage on a foreign ship, but he also needed to be cautious. He did not want to alarm 
his parents, nor did he want to draw the attention of the authorities, who were reportedly ar-
resting individuals seeking to leave China. Eventually he reconciled his parents to his plans, 
and in 1849 he boarded a Spanish ship to sail to California and join the gold rush. 

Chin felt some uncertainty once at sea. Surprised at the large number of young Chinese 
men crammed in with him in the ship's hold, he shared their dismay as they remained con-
fined for weeks to the vomit-laden cargo areas of the ship. Ninety-five days and nights passed 
before the hills of San Francisco came into view. Upon arrival the travelers met Chinese veter-
ans of life in the United States who explained the need to stick together if they were to sur-
vive and prosper. 

Chin hired out as a gold miner and headed for the mountains of gold. After digging and 
sifting for two years, he had accumulated his own little pile of gold. He wrote to his brothers 
and cousins, urging them to join him, and thus helped fuel the large-scale overseas migration 
of workers. Having made his fortune, though, Chin decided to return to China. Wealthy, he 
traveled more comfortably this time around, with a bunk and other amenities—and tempta-
tions. He participated in the gambling that took place at sea and lost half his gold by the time 
the ship docked in Guangzhou. What remained still amounted to a small fortune. California 
gold provided him with the means to take a wife, build a house, and buy some land. 

Although settled and prosperous, Chin remained restless and longed for the excitement 
of California. Leaving his pregnant wife, he sailed for California again after only a year in 
China. He returned to mining with his brother, but the gold was more difficult to find. Inspired 
by the luck of another migrant, Tong Ling, who managed to get one dollar for each meal he 
sold, Chin's cousins in San Francisco decided to open a restaurant. As one of them said, "If 
the foreign devils will eat his food, they will eat ours." Chin found the city much more com-
fortable than the mountains. "Let the others go after the gold in the hills," he said. "I'll wait for 
the gold to come to the city." 

Fatt Hing Chin was one of the earliest Chinese migrants to settle in the Americas. His career 
path—from a miner in search of quick riches to an urban resident committed to a new home-
land and hoping to profit from the service industry—was quite typical of Chinese migrants to 

OPPOSITE: Chinese migrants toil at various tasks, from sifting soil and panning to carrying 
water, in their search for wealth in the California gold mines. 	
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the United States. Some went from mining to railroad construction or agricultural labor, but all 

contributed to the transformation of the Americas. Along with millions of others from Europe 

and Asia, Chinese migrants increased the ethnic diversity of American populations and stimu-

lated political, social, and economic development in the western hemisphere. 

During the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, almost all the lands of the 

western hemisphere won their independence from European colonial powers. American peo-

ples then struggled throughout the nineteenth century to build states and societies that real-

ized their potential in an age of independence. The United States built the most powerful 

state in the western hemisphere and embarked on a westward push that brought most of the 

temperate regions of North America under U.S. control. Canada built a federal state under 

British Canadian leadership. The varied lands of Latin America built smaller states that often 

fell under the sway of local military leaders. One issue that most American peoples wrestled 

with, regardless of their region, was the legacy of the Enlightenment. The effort to build soci-

eties based on freedom, equality, and constitutional government was a monumental chal-

lenge only partially realized in lands characterized by enormous social, economic, and cultural 

diversity. Both the institution of slavery and its ultimate abolition complicated the process of 

building societies in the Americas, particularly in regard to defining and diversifying a new 

type of workforce for free and increasingly industrial economies. Asian and European mi-

grants joined freed slaves and native-born workers in labor systems—from plantations and 

factories to debt peonage—that often betrayed American promises of welcome and freedom. 

The age of independence for the United States, Canada, and Latin America was a con-

tentious era characterized by continuous mass migration and explosive economic growth, 

occasionally followed by deep economic stagnation, and punctuated with civil war, ethnic 

violence, class conflict, and battles for racial and sexual equality. Independence did not solve 

all the political and social problems of the western hemisphere but, rather, created a new 

context in which American peoples struggled to build effective states, enjoy economic pros-

perity, and attain cultural cohesion. Those goals were elusive throughout the nineteenth cen-

tury and in many ways remain so even in the present day. Nevertheless, the histories of these 

first lands to win independence from colonial powers inspired other peoples who later sought 

freedom from imperial rule, but they also served as portents of the difficulties faced by newly 

free states. 

The Building of American States 

After winning independence from Britain, the United States fashioned a government 
and began to expand rapidly to the west. By midcentury the new republic had absorbed 
almost all the temperate lands of North America. Yet the United States was an unstable 
society composed of varied regions with diverse economic and social structures. Differ-
ences over slavery and the rights of individual states as opposed to the federal govern-
ment sparked a devastating civil war in the 1860s. That conflict resulted in the abolition 
of slavery and the strengthening of the federal state. The experience of Canada was 
very different from that of the United States. Canada gained independence from Britain 
without fighting a war, and even though Canada also was a land of great diversity, it 
avoided falling into a civil war. Although intermittently nervous about the possibility 
that the United States might begin to expand to the north, Canada established a rela-
tively weak federal government, which presided over provinces that had considerable 
power over local affairs. Latin American lands were even more diverse than their coun-
terparts to the north, and there was never any real possibility that they could join to-
gether in a confederation. Throughout the nineteenth century Latin America was a 
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politically fragmented region, and many individual states faced serious problems and 
divisions within their own societies. 

The United States: Westward Expansion and Civil War 
After gaining independence the United States faced the need to construct a machin-
ery of government. During the 1780s leaders from the rebellious colonies drafted a 
constitution that entrusted responsibility for general issues to a federal government, 
reserved authority for local issues for individual states, and provided for the admis-
sion of new states and territories to the confederation. Although the Declaration of 
Independence had declared that "all men are created equal," most individual states 
limited the vote to men of property. But the Enlightenment ideal of equality encour-
aged political leaders to extend the franchise: by the late 1820s most property quali-
fications had disappeared, and by midcentury almost all adult white men were eligible 
to participate in the political affairs of the republic. 

While working to settle constitutional issues, residents of the United States also 
began to expand rapidly to the west. After the American revolution, Britain ceded to 
the new republic all lands between the Appalachian Mountains and the Mississippi 
River, and the United States doubled in size. In 1803 Napoleon Bonaparte needed 
funds immediately to protect revolutionary France from its enemies, and he allowed 
the United States to purchase France's Louisiana Territory, which extended from the 
Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains. Overnight the United States doubled in 
size again. Between 1804 and 1806 a geographic expedition led by Meriwether Lewis 
and William Clark mapped the territory and surveyed its resources. Settlers soon 
began to flock west in search of cheap land to cultivate. By the 1840s westward ex-
pansion was well under way, and many U.S. citizens spoke of a "manifest destiny" to 
occupy all of North America from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. 

Westward expansion brought settlers and government forces into conflict with the 
indigenous peoples of North America, who resisted efforts to push them from their 
ancestral lands and hunting grounds. Native peoples forged alliances among them-
selves and also sought the backing of British colonial officials in Canada, but U.S. of-
ficials and military forces supported Euro-American settlers and gradually forced the 
continent open to white expansion. With the Indian Removal Act of 1830, the United 
States government determined to move all native Americans west of the Mississippi 
River into "Indian Territory" (Oklahoma). Among the tribes affected by this forced 
removal from the east were the Seminoles, some of whom managed to avoid capture 
and the long march to Oklahoma by resisting and retreating to Florida's swampy low-
lands. The Cherokees also suffered a harrowing 800-mile migration from the eastern 
woodlands to Oklahoma on the Trail of Tears (1838-1839), so known because thou-
sands died from disease, starvation, and the difficulties of relocation. 

After 1840 the site of conflict between Euro-American and indigenous peoples 
shifted to the plains region west of the Mississippi River. Settlers and ranchers in the 
trans-Mississippi west encountered peoples such as the Sioux, Comanche, Pawnee, 
and Apache, who possessed firearms and outstanding equestrian skills. The native 
peoples of the plains offered effective resistance to encroachment by white settlers 
and at times celebrated powerful victories over U.S. forces. In 1876, for example, 
thousands of Lakota Sioux and their allies annihilated an army under the command 
of Colonel George Armstrong Custer in the battle of Little Big Horn (in southern 
Montana). Despite occasional successes in battle, native Americans on the plains ulti-
mately lost the war against the forces of U.S. expansionism. The technologically so-
phisticated weaponry employed against native peoples included cannons and deadly, 

Westward Expansion 
and Manifest Destiny 

Conflict with 
Indigenous Peoples 
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rapid-fire Gatling guns. These weapons aided U.S. forces in breaking native resistance 

and opened the western plains to U.S. conquest. 
One last forbidding and symbolic conflict took place in 1890 at Wounded Knee 

Creek in South Dakota. Frightened and threatened by the Sioux adoption of the 

Ghost Dance, an expression of religious beliefs that included a vision of an afterlife in 

which all white peoples disappeared, whites wanted these religious ceremonies sup-

pressed. U.S. cavalry forces chased the Sioux who were fleeing to safety in the South 

Dakota Badlands. At Wounded Knee Creek, a Sioux man accidentally shot off a gun, 

and the cavalry overreacted badly, slaughtering more than two hundred men, women, 

and children with machine guns. Emblematic of harsh U.S. treatment of native peo-

ples, Wounded Knee represented the place where "a people's dream died," as a later 

native leader put it. 
Westward expansion also generated tension between the United States and Mex-

ico, whose territories included Texas, California, and New Mexico (the territory that is 

now the American southwest). Texas declared independence from Mexico in 1836, 

largely because the many U.S. migrants who had settled there wanted to run their own 

affairs. In 1845 the United States accepted Texas as a new state—against vigorous 

Mexican protest—and moved to consolidate its hold on the territory. Those moves led 

to conflicts that rapidly escalated into the Mexican-American War (1846-1848), or, as 

it is known in Mexico, la intervention norteamericano (the North American Inter-

vention) or la guerra del 47 (the War of 1847). U.S. forces instigated the war and then 

inflicted a punishing defeat on the Mexican army. By the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo 

(1848), the United States took possession of approximately one-half of Mexico's terri-

tory, paying a mere fifteen million dollars in exchange for Texas north of the Rio 

Grande, California, and New Mexico. Thousands of U.S. and Mexican soldiers died in 

Map 31.1 Westward 
expansion of the United 
States during the nine-
teenth century. Note the 

large land daims ceded by 

Britain, France, and Mexico. 

Why were there no portions of 

North America purchased from 

or ceded by native Americans? 
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This photograph of an 1890s Plains Indian camp in South Dakota offers an idealized, pastoral, 

and peaceful image of the disappearing indigenous societies in the United States. 

the conflict, and thousands of Mexican families found themselves stranded in the terri-
tories annexed by the United States. Some returned to Mexico, but most stayed put 
and attained U.S. citizenship. This conflict nonetheless fueled Mexican nationalism, as 
well as disdain for the United States. 

While satisfying desires for the United States to realize its manifest destiny, west-
ward expansion also created problems within the republic by aggravating tensions 
between regions. The most serious and divisive issue had to do with slavery, which 
had vexed American politics since independence. The Enlightenment ideal of equal-
ity clearly suggested that the appropriate policy was to abolish slavery, but the leaders 
of the American revolution and framers of the Constitution recognized the sanctity 
of private property, including slaves. U.S. independence initially promoted a surge of 
antislavery sentiment, as states from Delaware north abolished slavery within their 
jurisdictions. Abolition did not bring full equality for free blacks in northern states, 
but it hardened divisions between slave and free states. Westward expansion aggra-
vated tensions further by raising the question of whether settlers could extend slav-
ery to newly acquired territories. 

Opponents of slavery had dreamed that the institution would die a natural death 
with the decline of tobacco cultivation. Their hopes faded, however, with the invigo-
ration of the slave system by the rise of cotton as a cash crop in the early nineteenth 
century, followed by westward expansion. The U.S. slave population rose sharply, from 
five hundred thousand in 1770 to almost two million in 1820. As the numbers of 
slaves grew, antislavery forces fought to limit the spread of slavery to new territories. 
Beginning with the Missouri Compromise of 1820, a series of political compacts at-
tempted to maintain a balance between slave and free states as the republic admitted 
new states carved out of western territories. Those compromises ultimately proved 
too brittle to endure, as proslavery and antislavery forces became more strident. Abra-
ham Lincoln (1809-1865) predicted in 1858 that "a house divided against itself can-
not stand," and he made the connection to slavery explicit: "I believe this government 
cannot endure permanently half slave and halffree. . . . It will become all one thing, 
or all the other." 

Sectional Conflict 



I This early-twentieth-century postcard offered an 

idealized depiction of Abraham Lincoln delivering his 

Gettysburg Address, which commemorated the Union 

soldiers who fell in that crucial battle. 
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The U.S. Civil War 

The election of Abraham 
Lincoln to the presidency in 
1860 was the spark that ignited 
war between the states (1861– 
1865). Lincoln was an explicitly 
sectional candidate, was con-
vinced that slavery was immoral, 
and was committed to free 
soil—territories without slavery. 
Although slavery stood at the 
center of the conflict, the Civil 
War also revolved around issues 
central to the United States as 
a society: the nature of the 
Union, states' rights as opposed 
to the federal government's au-
thority, and the imperatives of a 
budding industrial-capitalist sys-
tem against those of an export-
oriented plantation economy. 

Eleven southern states with-
drew from the Union in 1860 
and 1861, affirming their right 
to dissolve the Union and their 
support for states' rights. Slav-
ery and the cultivation of cot-
ton as a cash crop had isolated 
the southern states from eco-
nomic developments in the rest 
of the United States. By the 
mid-nineteenth century, the 
southern states were the world's 
major source of cotton, and the 
bulk of the crop went to the 

British isles. Manufactured goods consumed in the southern states came mostly from 
Britain, and almost all food came from the region's farms. Southerners considered them-
selves self-sufficient and believed that they did not need the rest of the United States. 
Northerners saw the situation differently. They viewed secession as illegal insurrection 
and an act of betrayal. They fought not only against slavery but also against the concept 
of a state subject to blackmail by its constituent parts. They also fought for a way of 
life—their emerging industrial society—and an expansive western agricultural system 
based on free labor. 

The first two years of the war ended in stalemate. The war changed character on 
1 January 1863, however, when Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Procla-
mation, making the abolition of slavery an explicit goal of the war. The Emancipation 
Proclamation struck at the heart of the southern war effort, since slaves constituted a 
sizable portion of the region's labor force. In practical terms the Emancipation Procla-
mation had little immediate effect on slaves' status, but its promise of abolition fore-
shadowed radical changes to come in southern life. The bloody battle of Gettysburg 
in July 1863 turned the military tide against southern forces. 

Ultimately, the northern states prevailed. They brought considerable resources to 
the war effort—some 90 percent of the country's industrial capacity and approximately 
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The grotesquely twisted bodies of dead northern soldiers lay near a fence outside Antietam, 

Maryland, in 1862. The Civil War was the most costly in U.S. history in terms of lives lost. 

two-thirds of its railroad lines—but still they fought four bitter years against a formi-
dable enemy. The victory of the northern states ended slavery in the United States. 
Moreover, it ensured that the United States would remain politically united, and it en-
hanced the authority of the federal government in the republic. Thus, as European lands 
were building powerful states on the foundations of revolutionary ideals, liberalism, and 
nationalism, the United States also forged a strong central government to supervise 
westward expansion and deal with the political and social issues that divided the nation. 

The Canadian Dominion: Independence without War 
Canada did not fight a war for independence, and in spite of deep regional divisions, it Autonomy 
did not experience bloody internal conflict. Instead, Canadian independence came and Division 
gradually as Canadians and the British government agreed on general principles of au- 
tonomy The distinctiveness of the two dominant ethnic groups, the British Canadians 
and the French Canadians, ensured that the process of building an independent society 
would not be smooth, but intermittent fears of U.S. expansion and concerns about the 
possibility of an invasion from the south helped submerge ethnic differences. By the 
late nineteenth century, Canada was a land in control of its own destiny, despite con-
tinuing ties to Britain and the looming presence of the United States to the south. 

Originally colonized by trappers and settlers from both Britain and France, the 
colony of New France passed into the British empire after the British victory in the 
Seven Years' War (1756-1763). Until the late eighteenth century, however, French 
Canadians outnumbered British Canadians, so imperial officials made large concessions 
to their subjects of French descent to forestall unnecessary strife. Officials recognized 
the Roman Catholic church and permitted continued observance of French civil law in 
Quebec and other areas of French Canadian settlement, which they governed through 
appointed councils staffed by local elites. British Canadians, in contrast, were Protes-
tants who lived mostly in Ontario, followed British law, and governed themselves 
through elected representatives. After 1781 large numbers of British loyalists fled the 
newly formed United States to the south and sought refuge in Canada, thus greatly 
enlarging the size of the English-speaking community there. 
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Map 31.2 The Dominion of Canada in the nineteenth century. Note the provinces that make up the modem state of Canada 
and the dates in which they were incorporated into the Dominion. At what date were eastern and western Canada geographically united? 

The War of 1812 

Dominion 

Ethnic divisions and political differences could easily have splintered Canada, but 
the War of 1812 stimulated a sense of unity against an external threat. The United 
States declared war on Britain in retaliation for encroachments on U.S. rights during 
the Napoleonic wars, and the British colony of Canada formed one of the front lines of 
the conflict. U.S. military leaders assumed that they could easily invade and conquer 
Canada to pressure their foes. Despite the greater resources of the United States, how-
ever, Canadian forces repelled U.S. incursions. Their victories promoted a sense of 
Canadian pride, and anti-U.S. sentiments became a means for covering over differ-
ences among French Canadians and British Canadians. 

After the War of 1812, Canada experienced an era of rapid growth. Expanded busi-
ness opportunities drew English-speaking migrants, who swelled the population. That 
influx threatened the identity of Quebec, and discontent in Canada reached a critical 
point in the 1830s. The British imperial governors of Canada did not want a repeat of 
the American revolution, so between 1840 and 1867 they defused tensions by expand-
ing home rule in Canada and permitting the provinces to govern their own internal af-
fairs. Inspiring this imperial move toward Canadian autonomy was the Durham Report, 
issued in 1839 by John George Lambton (1782-1840), the first earl of Durham and the 
recent governor-general and lord high commissioner of Canada. He advocated a good 
deal of self-government for a united Canada, and his report became a model for British 
imperial policy and colonial self-rule in other states, including Australia and New Zealand. 

Westward expansion of the United States and the U.S. Civil War pushed Canada 
toward political autonomy. Fear of U.S. expansion helped stifle internal conflicts 
among Canadians and prompted Britain to grant independence to Canada. The 
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British North America Act of 1867 joined Quebec, Ontario, Nova Scotia, and New 
Brunswick and recognized them as the Dominion of Canada. Other provinces joined 
the Dominion later. Each province had its own seat of government, provincial legis-
lature, and lieutenant governor representing the British crown. The act created a 
federal government headed by a governor-general who acted as the British represen-
tative. An elected House of Commons and appointed Senate rounded out the frame-
work of governance. Provincial legislatures reserved certain political matters for 
themselves, whereas others fell within the purview of the federal government. With-
out waging war, the Dominion of Canada had won control over all Canadian inter-
nal affairs, and Britain retained jurisdiction over foreign affairs until 1931. 

John A. Macdonald (1815-1891) became the first prime minister of Canada, and 
he moved to incorporate all of British North America into the Dominion. He negoti-
ated the purchase of the huge Northwest Territories from the Hudson Bay Company in 
1869, and he persuaded Manitoba, British Columbia, and Prince Edward Island to join 
the Dominion. Macdonald believed, however, that Canada's Dominion would remain 
symbolic—a mere "geographic expression," as he put it—until the government took 
concrete action to make Canadian unity and independence a reality. To strengthen the 
union, he oversaw construction of a transcontinental railroad, completed in 1885. The 
railroad facilitated transportation and communications throughout Canada and eventu-
ally helped bring new provinces into the Dominion: Alberta and Saskatchewan in 1905 
and Newfoundland in 1949. Internal conflicts never disappeared, but the Dominion 
provided a foundation for Canadian independence and unity. Although maintaining ties 
to Britain and struggling to forge an identity distinct from that of its powerful neighbor 
to the south, Canada developed as a culturally diverse yet politically unified society. 

Latin America: Fragmentation and Political Experimentation 
Political unity was short-lived in Latin America. Simon Bolivar (1783-1830), hailed 
as South America's liberator, worked for the establishment of a large confederation 
that would provide Latin America with the political, military, and economic strength 
to resist encroachment by foreign powers. The wars of independence that he led en-
couraged a sense of solidarity in Latin America. But Bolivar once admitted that "I 
fear peace more than war," and after the defeat of the common colonial enemy, soli-
darity was impossible to sustain. Bolivar's Gran Colombia broke into its three con-
stituent parts—Venezuela, Colombia, and Ecuador—and the rest of Latin America 
fragmented into numerous independent states. 

Following the example of the United States, creole elites usually established re-
publics with written constitutions for the newly independent states of Latin America. 
Yet constitutions were much more difficult to frame in Latin America than in the 
United States. Before gaining independence, Latin American leaders had less experi-
ence with self-government because Spanish and Portuguese colonial regimes were far 
more autocratic than was the British imperial government in North America. Creole 
elites responded enthusiastically to Enlightenment values and republican ideals, but 
they had little experience putting their principles into practice. As a result, several 
Latin American lands lurched from one constitution to another as leaders struggled 
to create a machinery of government that would lead to political and social stability. 

Creole elites also dominated the newly independent states and effectively pre-
vented mass participation in public affairs. Less than 5 percent of the male population 
was active in Latin American politics in the nineteenth century, and millions of indige-
nous peoples lived entirely outside the political system. Without institutionalized 
means of expressing discontent or opposition, those disillusioned with the system had 
little choice beyond rebellion. Aggravating political instability were differences among 
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Latin America 
in the nineteenth century. 
Date is year of indepen-
dence. Note the many states 
that emerged from the indepen-
dence movements early in the 
century. Why was it difficult for 
large, federated republics, such 
as the Republic of Colombia, 
founded by SimOn Bolivar, to 
survive? 

Conflicts with 
Indigenous Peoples 

elites. Whether they were urban merchants or rural landowners, Latin American elites 
divided into different camps as liberals or conservatives, centralists or federalists, secu-
larists or Roman Catholics. 

One thing elites agreed on was the policy of claiming American land for agricul-
ture and ranching. That meant pushing aside indigenous peoples and establishing Euro-
American hegemony in Latin America. Conflict was most intense in Argentina and 
Chile, where cultivators and ranchers longed to take over the South American plains. 
During the mid-nineteenth century, as the United States was crushing native resis-
tance to western expansion in North America, Argentine and Chilean forces brought 
modern weapons to bear in their campaign to conquer the indigenous peoples of 
South America. By the 1870s, they had pacified the most productive lands and forced 
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indigenous peoples either to assimilate to Euro-American society or to retreat to mar-
ginal lands that were unattractive to cultivators and ranchers. 

Although creole elites agreed on the policy of conquering native peoples, division Caudillos 
and discord in the newly independent states helped caudillos, or regional military 
leaders, come to power in much of Latin America. The wars of independence had 
lasted well over a decade, and they provided Latin America with military rather than 
civilian heroes. After independence, military leaders took to the political stage, ap-
pealing to populist sentiments and exploiting the discontent of the masses. One of 
the most notable caudillos was Juan Manuel de Rosas, who from 1829 to 1852 ruled 
an Argentina badly divided between the cattle-herding and gaucho society of the 
pampas (the interior grasslands) and the urban elite of Buenos Aires. Rosas himself 
emerged from the world of cattle ranching, and he used his skills to subdue other 
caudillos and establish control in Buenos Aires. Rosas called for regional autonomy 
in an attempt to reconcile competing interests, but he worked to centralize the gov-
ernment he usurped. He quelled rebellions, but he did so in bloody fashion. Critics 
often likened Rosas to historically infamous figures, calling him "the Machiavelli of 
the pampas" and "the Argentine Nero," and they accused him of launching a reign 
of terror to stifle opposition. One writer exiled by the caudillo compiled a chart that 
counted the number of Rosas's victims and the violent ways they met their ends; of 
the 22,404 total victims killed, most met their end in armed clashes but others died 
by poisoning, hanging, and assassination. 

Rosas did what caudillos did best: he restored order. In doing so, however, he 
made terror a tool of the government, and he ruled as a despot through his own per-
sonal army. Rosas also, however, embodied the winning personality traits most exem-
plified by caudillos. He attained great popularity through his identification with the 
people and with gauchos, and he demonstrated his physical strength and machismo. 
Although caudillo rule often limited freedom and undermined republican ideals, it 
sometimes also gave rise to an opposition that aimed to overthrow the caudillos and 
work for liberal reforms that would promote democratic forms of government. 

Independent Mexico experienced a succession of governments, from monarchy Mexico: War 
to republic to caudillo rule, but it also generated a liberal reform movement. The and Reform 
Mexican-American War caused political turmoil in Mexico and helped the caudillo 
General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna (1797-1876) perpetuate his intermittent 
rule. After the defeat and disillusion of the war, however, a liberal reform movement 
attempted to reshape Mexican society. Led by President Benito Juarez (1806-1872), 
a Mexican of indigenous ancestry, La Reforma of the 1850s aimed to limit the power 
of the military and the Roman Catholic church in Mexican society. Juarez and his 
followers called for liberal reform, designed in part to create a rural middle class. The 
Constitution of 1857 set forth the ideals of La Reforma. It curtailed the prerogatives 
of priests and military elites, and it guaranteed universal male suffrage and other civil 
liberties, such as freedom of speech. Land reform efforts centered on dismantling 
corporate properties, which had the effect of parceling out communal Indian lands 
and villages as private property, much of which ended up in the hands of large 
landowners, not indigenous peoples. 

La Reforma challenged some of the fundamental conservatism of Mexican elites, Mexico: Revolution 
who led spirited opposition to political, social, and economic reform. Liberals and 
conservatives in Mexico stayed bitterly divided, and conservatives forced the Juarez 
government out of Mexico City until 1861, when Juarez struggled to establish order 
in his country. To lessen Mexico's financial woes, Juarez chose to suspend loan pay-
ments to foreign powers, and that led to French, British, and Spanish intervention as 
Europeans sought to recover and protect their investments in Mexico. France's 
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Edouard Manet's painting depicts the execution by firing squad of Emperor Maximilian, 

whose death in 1867 ended attempted French rule in Mexico. 

Napoleon III proved especially persistent and intrusive. His attempts to end Mexican 
disorder by re-creating a monarchy met unexpected resistance in Puebla, where Mex-
ican forces beat back the French invaders on 5 May 1862, a date thereafter celebrated 
as Cinco de Mayo. Napoleon III then sent tens of thousands of troops and pro-
claimed a Mexican empire, although he had to withdraw those forces in 1867. A 
Mexican firing squad killed the man he had appointed emperor, the Austrian arch-
duke Maximilian (1832-1867). Juarez managed to restore a semblance of liberal 
government, but Mexico remained beset by political divisions. 

By the early twentieth century, Mexico was a divided land moving toward civil war. 
The Mexican revolution (1910-1920), a bitter and bloody conflict, broke out when 
middle-class Mexicans joined with peasants and workers to overthrow the powerful 
dictator Porfirio Diaz (1830-1915). The revolt in Mexico, which was the first major, 
violent effort in Latin America to attempt to topple the grossly unequal system of 
landed estates—whereby fully 95 percent of all peasants remained landless—turned in-
creasingly radical as those denied land and representation armed themselves and en-
gaged in guerrilla warfare against government forces. The lower classes took up 
weapons and followed the revolutionary leaders Emiliano Zapata (1879-1919) and 
Francisco (Pancho) Villa (1878-1923), charismatic agrarian rebels who organized mas-
sive armies fighting for tierra y libertad (land and liberty), which were Zapata's stated 
revolutionary goals. Zapata, the son of a mestizo peasant, and Villa, the son of a field 
worker, embodied the ideals and aspirations of the indigenous Mexican masses and 
enjoyed tremendous popular support. They discredited timid governmental efforts at 
reform and challenged governmental political control; Zapata confiscated hacienda 
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Sources from the Past 

 

Ponciano Arriaga Calls for Land Reform 

During the era of La Reforma in Mexico, the leftist liberal Ponciano Arriaga voiced demands for land reform on be-
half of the Mexican masses, reflecting the broader problem of land control throughout Latin American societies. At the 
Constitutional Convention of 1856-1857, Arriaga spoke about the troubles resulting from an aristocratic monopoly 
on land and argued passionately for reform. 

One of the most deeply rooted evils of our country—
an evil that merits the close attention of legislators 
when they frame our fundamental law—is the mon-
strous division of landed property. 

While a few individuals possess immense areas of 
uncultivated land that could support millions of peo-
ple, the great majority of Mexicans languish in a terri-
ble poverty and are denied property, homes, and work. 

Such a people cannot be free, democratic, much 
less happy, no matter how many constitutions and laws 
proclaim abstract rights and beautiful but impractica-
ble theories—impracticable by reason of an absurd eco-
nomic system. 

There are Mexican landowners who occupy (if one 
can give that name to a purely imaginary act) an extent 
of land greater than the area of some of our sovereign 
states, greater even than that of one or several Euro-
pean states. 

In this vast area, much of which lies idle, deserted, 
abandoned, awaiting the arms and labor of men, live 
four or five million Mexicans who know no other in-
dustry than agriculture, yet are without land or the 
means to work it, and who cannot emigrate in the hope 
of bettering their fortunes. They must either vegetate 
in idleness, turn to banditry, or accept the yoke of a 
landed monopolist who subjects them to intolerable 
conditions of life. . . . 

How can a hungry, naked, miserable people prac-
tice popular government? How can we proclaim the 
equal rights of men and leave the majority of the na-
tion in conditions worse than those of helots or pari-
ahs? How can we condemn slavery in words, while the 
lot of most of our fellow citizens is more grievous than 
that of the black slaves of Cuba or the United States? 
When will we begin to concern ourselves with the fate 

of the proletarians, the men we call Indians, the labor-
ers and peons of the countryside, who drag the heavy 
chains of serfdom established not by Spanish laws—
which were so often flouted and infringed—but by the 
arbitrary mandarins of the colonial regime? Would it 
not be more logical and honest to deny our four mil-
lion poor Mexicans all share in political life and public 
offices, all electoral rights, and declare them to be 
things, not persons, establishing a system of govern-
ment in which an aristocracy of wealth, or at most of 
talent, would form the basis of our institutions? 

For one of two things is inevitable: either our po-
litical system will continue to be dominated for a long 
time to come by a de facto aristocracy—no matter what 
our fundamental laws may say—and the lords of the 
land, the privileged caste that monopolizes the soil and 
profits by the sweat of its serfs, will wield all power and 
influence in our civil and political life; or we will 
achieve a reform, shatter the trammels and bonds of 
feudal servitude, bring down all monopolies and 
despotisms, end all abuses, and allow the fruitful ele-
ment of democratic equality, the powerful element of 
democratic sovereignty—to which alone authority 
rightfully belongs—to penetrate the heart and veins of 
our political institutions. The nation wills it, the peo-
ple demand it; the struggle has begun, and sooner or 
later that just authority will recover its sway. The great 
word "reform" has been pronounced, and it is vain to 
erect dykes to contain those torrents of truth and light. 

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

In studies of life not just in Mexico but throughout the 
Americas, can the issue of land control help explain so-
cieties' economic and political power structures? 

SOURCE: "A Mexican Radical: Ponciano Arriaga." In Benjamin Keen, ed., Latin American Civilization History 
and Society, 1492 to the Present, 6th ed., revised and updated. New York: Westview Press, 1996, pp. 273-74. 
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lands and began distributing the lands to the peasants, while 
Villa attacked and killed U.S. citizens in retaliation for U.S. sup-
port of Mexican government officials—and succeeded in elud-
ing capture by either U.S. or Mexican forces. 

Despite the power and popularity enjoyed by Zapata and 
Villa, they were unable to capture Mexico's major cities, and 
they did not command the resources and wealth to which gov-
ernment forces had access. The Mexican revolution came to an 
end soon after government forces ambushed and killed Zapata 
in 1919. Villa was killed a few years later, assassinated in 1923 
while driving in the town of Hidalgo de Parral, his car and body 
riddled with bullets. Government forces regained control over 
Mexico, a land battered and devastated by long years of war 
and by the death of as many as two million Mexicans. Although 
radicals such as Zapata and Villa were ultimately defeated, the 
Mexican Constitution of 1917 had already addressed some of 
the concerns of the revolutionaries by providing for land redis-
tribution, universal suffrage, state-supported education, mini-
mum wages and maximum hours for workers, and restrictions 
on foreign ownership of Mexican property and mineral re-
sources. Although these constitutional provisions were not 
soon implemented, they provided important guarantees for the 
future. 

In the form of division, rebellion, caudillo rule, and civil 
war, instability and conflict plagued Latin America throughout 
the nineteenth century. Many Latin American peoples lacked 
education, profitable employment, and political representa-
tion. Simon Bolivar himself once said that "independence is 
the only blessing we have gained at the expense of all the rest." 

American Economic Development 
During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, two principal influences—mass 
migration and British investment—shaped economic development throughout the 
Americas. But American states reacted in different ways to migration and foreign in-
vestment. The United States and Canada absorbed waves of migrants, exploited 
British capital, built industrial societies, and established economic independence. 
The fragmented states of Latin America were unable to follow suit, however, as they 
struggled with the legacies of colonialism, slavery, and economic dependence on sin-
gle export crops. Migrants to Latin America mostly worked not in factories but on 
plantations. The importation of migrant laborers for agricultural work in South 
America and the Caribbean indicated some of the major alterations in labor systems 
taking place throughout the Americas in the wake of slavery's abolition. Freedom for 
slaves did not necessarily bring about freer forms of labor, because many migrants ar-
rived under contract or as indentured laborers. Although some freed slaves became 
small landowning farmers, more found themselves still subject to landowning elite 
control in the form of debt peonage or sharecropping. Life and labor in the Ameri-
cas, whether for freedmen and freedwomen, migrants, or industrial workers, often 
proved arduous and at times heartbreaking, even as those American workers con-
tributed to the economic development of the region. 
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Italian migrants construct a railway in New York. Italians were just one of many European groups 

coming to the Americas in the nineteenth century. 

Migration to the Americas 

Underpinning the economic development of the Americas was the mass migration of 
European and Asian peoples to the United States, Canada, and Latin America. Inter-
nal migration within the Americas also contributed to a new economic landscape, 
particularly as Latin Americans journeyed to the United States in search of work and 
financial well-being. Gold discoveries drew prospectors hoping to make a quick for-
tune: the California gold rush of 1849 drew the largest crowd, but Canadian gold 
also lured migrants by the tens of thousands. Outnumbering gold prospectors were 
millions of European and Asian migrants who made their way to the factories, rail-
road construction sites, and plantations of the Americas. Following them were others 
who offered the support services that made life for migrant workers more comfort-
able and at the same time transformed the ethnic and cultural landscape of the Amer-
icas. Fatt Hing Chin's restaurant in San Francisco's Chinatown fed Chinese migrants, 
but it also helped introduce Chinese cuisine to American society. Migrants from all 
over the world found similar comforts as their foods, religious beliefs, and cultural 
traditions migrated with them to the Americas. 

After the mid-nineteenth century, European migrants flocked to North America, 
where they filled the factories of the growing industrial economy of the United States. 
Their lack of skills made them attractive to industrialists seeking workers to operate 
machinery or perform heavy labor at low wages. By keeping labor costs down, mi-
grants helped increase the profitability and fuel the expansion of U.S. industry. 

In the 1850s European migrants to the United States numbered 2.3 million—
almost as many as had crossed the Atlantic during the half century from 1800 to 

Industrial Migrants 



862 	PART VI I An Age of Revolution, Industry, and Empire, 1750 to 1914 

Plantation Migrants 

1850—and the volume of migration surged until the early twentieth century. Increas-
ing rents and indebtedness drove cultivators from Ireland, Scotland, Germany, and 
Scandinavia to seek opportunities in North America. Some of them moved to the Ohio 
and Mississippi River valleys in search of cheap and abundant land, but many stayed in 
the eastern cities and contributed to the early industrialization of the United States. By 
the late nineteenth century, most European migrants were coming from southern and 
eastern Europe. Poles, Russian Jews, Slays, Italians, Greeks, and Portuguese were most 
prominent among the later migrants, and they settled largely in the industrial cities 
of the eastern states. They dominated the textile industries of the northeast, and with-
out their labor, the remarkable industrial expansion that the United States experienced 
in the late nineteenth century would have been inconceivable. 

Asian migrants further swelled the U.S. labor force and contributed to the con-
struction of an American transportation infrastructure. Chinese migration grew rapidly 
after the 1840s, when British gunboats opened China to foreign influences. Officials of 
the Qing government permitted foreigners to seek indentured laborers in China and 
approved their migration to distant lands. Between 1852 and 1875 some two hundred 
thousand Chinese migrated to California. Some, like Fatt Hing Chin, negotiated their 
own passage and sought to make their fortune in the gold rush, but most traveled on 
indentured labor contracts that required them to cultivate crops or work on the Cen-
tral Pacific Railroad. An additional five thousand Chinese entered Canada to search for 
gold in British Columbia or work on the Canadian Pacific Railroad. 

Whereas migrants to the United States contributed to the development of an in-
dustrial society, those who went to Latin American lands mostly worked on agricul-
tural plantations. Some Europeans figured among these migrants. About four million 
Italians sought opportunities in Argentina in the 1880s and 1890s, for example, and 
the Brazilian government paid Italian migrants to cross the Atlantic and work for cof-
fee growers, who experienced a severe labor shortage after the abolition of slavery 
there (1888). Many Italian workers settled permanently in Latin America, especially 
Argentina, but some, popularly known as golondrinas ("swallows") because of their 
regular migrations, traveled back and forth annually between Europe and South 
America to take advantage of different growing seasons in the northern and southern 
hemispheres. 

Other migrants who worked on plantations in the western hemisphere came from 
Asian lands. More than fifteen thousand indentured laborers from China worked in 
the sugarcane fields of Cuba during the nineteenth century, and Indian migrants trav-
eled to Jamaica, Trinidad, Tobago, and Guyana. Laborers from both China and Japan 
migrated to Peru, where they worked on cotton plantations in coastal regions, mined 
guano deposits for fertilizer, and built railroad lines. After the middle of the nine-
teenth century, expanding U.S. influence in the Pacific islands also led to Chinese, 
Japanese, Filipino, and Korean migrations to Hawai'i, where planters sought inden-
tured laborers to tend sugarcane. About twenty-five thousand Chinese went to 
Hawai'i during the 1850s and 1860s, and later 180,000 Japanese also made their way 
to island plantations. 

Economic Expansion in the United States 
British Capital 
	

British investment capital in the United States proved crucial to the early stages of in- 
dustrial development by helping businesspeople establish a textile industry. In the late 
nineteenth century, it also spurred a vast expansion of U.S. industry by funding entre-
preneurs, who opened coal and iron ore mines, built iron and steel factories, and con-
structed railroad lines. The flow of investment monies was a consequence of Britain's 
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own industrialization, which generated enormous wealth and created a need for in-
vestors to find profitable outlets for their funds. Stable, white-governed states and 
colonies were especially fertile grounds for British investment, which often provided 
the impetus for industrial expansion and economic independence in those regions. In 
the case of the United States, it helped create a rival industrial power that would even-
tually outperform Britain's economy. 

After the 1860s, U.S. businesses made effective use of foreign investment capital 
as the reunited land recovered from the Civil War. The war determined that the 
United States would depend on wage labor rather than slavery, and entrepreneurs set 
about tapping American resources and building a continental economy. 

Perhaps the most important economic development of the later nineteenth century Railroads 
was the construction of railroad lines that linked all U.S. regions and helped create an 
integrated national economy. Because of its enormous size and environmental diver-
sity, the United States offered an abundance of natural resources for industrial exploita-
tion. But vast distances made it difficult to maintain close economic ties between 
regions until a boom in railroad construction created a dense transportation, commu-
nication, and distribution network. Before the Civil War the United States had about 
50,000 kilometers (31,000 miles) of railroad lines, most of them short routes east of 
the Mississippi River. By 1900 there were more than 320,000 kilometers (200,000 
miles) of track, and the U.S. rail network stretched from coast to coast. Most promi-
nent of the new lines was a transcontinental route, completed in 1869, running from 
Omaha, where connections provided access to eastern states, to San Francisco. 

Railroads decisively influenced U.S. economic development. They provided cheap 
transportation for agricultural commodities, manufactured goods, and individual trav-
elers as well. Railroads hauled grain, beef, and hogs from the plains states, cotton and 
tobacco from the south, lumber from the northwest, iron and steel from the mills of 
Pittsburgh, and finished products from the eastern industrial cities. Quite apart from 
the transportation services they provided, railroads spurred the development of other 
industries: they required huge amounts of coal, wood, glass, and rubber, and by the 
1880s some 75 percent of U.S. steel went to the railroad industry. Railroads also re-
quired the development of new managerial skills to operate large, complicated busi-
nesses. In 1850 few if any U.S. businesses had more than a thousand employees. By 
the early 1880s, however, the Pennsylvania Railroad alone employed almost fifty thou-
sand people, and the size of the business called for organization and coordination on 
an unprecedented scale. Railroads were the testing grounds where managers developed 
the techniques they needed to run big businesses. 

Railroads led to drastic changes in the ways people organized and controlled space Space and Time 
and time. Railroads altered the landscape in often extreme fashion, and the transfor- 
mations consequent to the building of railroads—in land control and development, 
the transportation of migrants and settlers to the west, and the exploitation of natural 
resources—only furthered the environmental impact of the railroad. The westward 
expansion driven by the railroad led to broadscale land clearing and the extension of 
farming and mining lands, and brought about both human suffering for indigenous 
peoples and environmental damage through soil erosion and pollution. Irrigation and 
the politics of water also sparked trouble, especially as settlers and farmers entered the 
drier plains and even desert regions. The dark smoke emanating from railroad engines 
undoubtedly represented progress to industrial promoters, but it also symbolized an 
ever-widening intrusion into the natural environment. 

Railroads even shaped the sense of time in the United States. Until rapid and regu-
lar rail transportation became available, communities set their clocks by the sun. As a 
result, New York time was eleven minutes and forty-five seconds behind Boston time. 
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In this lithograph of Frances F. Palmer's well-known painting American Express Train (ca. 1864), the railroad demonstrates 

its domination of the natural landscape and its role as the harbinger of change and industry. 

Economic Growth 

When the clock showed 12 noon in Chicago, it was 11:50 A.M. in St. Louis and 
12:18 P.M. in Detroit. Those differences in local sun times created scheduling night-
mares for railroad managers, who by the 1880s had to keep track of more than fifty 
time standards. Observance of local time also created hazards because a small miscalcu-
lation in scheduling could bring two massive trains hurtling unexpectedly toward each 
other on the same track. To simplify matters, in 1883 railroad companies divided the 
North American continent into four zones in which all railroad clocks read precisely 
the same time. The general public quickly adopted "railroad time" in place of local sun 
time, and in 1918 the U.S. government legally established the four time zones as the 
nation's official framework of time. 

Led by railroads, the U.S. economy expanded at a blistering pace between 1870 
and 1900. Inventors designed new products and brought them to market: electric 
lights, telephones, typewriters, phonographs, film photography, motion picture cam-
eras, and electric motors all made their appearance during this era. Strong consumer 
demand for those and other products fueled rapid industrial expansion and suggested 
to observers that the United States had found the road to continuous progress and 
prosperity. 

Yet the march of U.S. industrialization did not go entirely unopposed: large-scale 
labor unions emerged alongside big business in the period from 1870 to 1900, and 
confrontations between business owners seeking profits and workers seeking higher 
wages or job security sometimes grew ugly. A nationwide, coordinated strike of rail 
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workers in 1877 shut down two-thirds of the nation's railroads. Violence stemming 
from the strike took the lives of one hundred people and resulted in ten million dol-
lars' worth of property damage. Nevertheless, big business prevailed in its disputes 
with workers during the nineteenth century, often with support from federal or state 
governments, and by the early twentieth century the United States had emerged as 
one of the world's major industrial powers. 

Canadian Prosperity 
British investment deeply influenced the development of the Canadian as well as the 
U.S. economy in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Canadian leaders, like 
U.S. leaders, took advantage of British capital to industrialize without allowing their 
economy to fall under British control. During the early nineteenth century, Britain 
paid relatively high prices for Canadian agricultural products and minerals, partly to 
keep the colony stable and discourage the formation of separatist movements. As a re-
sult, white Canadians enjoyed a high standard of living even before industrialization. 

After the establishment of the Dominion, politicians started a program of eco-
nomic development known as the National Policy. The idea was to attract migrants, 
protect nascent industries through tariffs, and build national transportation systems. 
The centerpiece of the transportation network was the transcontinental Canadian 
Pacific Railroad, built largely with British investment capital and completed in 1885. 
The Canadian Pacific Railroad opened the western prairie lands to commerce, stimu-
lated the development of other industries, and promoted the emergence of a Cana-
dian national economy. The National Policy created some violent altercations with 
indigenous peoples who resisted encroachment on their lands and with trappers who 
resented disruption of their way of life, but it also promoted economic growth and 
independence. In Canada as in the United States, the ability to control and direct 
economic affairs was crucial to limiting the state's dependence on British capital. 

As a result of the National Policy, Canada experienced booming agricultural, min-
eral, and industrial production in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
Canadian population surged as a result of both migration and natural increase. Mi-
grants flocked to Canada's shores from Asia and especially from Europe: between 1903 
and 1914 some 2.7 million eastern European migrants settled in Canada. Fueled in 
part by this population growth, Canadian economic expansion took place on the foun-
dation of rapidly increasing wheat production and the extraction of rich mineral re-
sources, including gold, silver, copper, nickel, and asbestos. Industrialists also tapped 
Canadian rivers to produce the hydroelectric power necessary for manufacturing. 

Canada remained wary of its powerful neighbor to the south but did not keep 
U.S. economic influence entirely at bay. British investment dwarfed U.S. investment 
throughout the nineteenth century: in 1914 British investment in Canada totaled 
$2.5 billion, compared with $700 million from the United States. Nevertheless, the 
U.S. presence in the Canadian economy grew. By 1918, Americans owned 30 percent 
of all Canadian industry, and thereafter the U.S. and Canadian economies became in-
creasingly interdependent. Canada began to undergo rapid industrialization after the 
early twentieth century, as the province of Ontario benefited from the spillover of 
U.S. industry in the northeastern states. 

Latin American Investments 

Latin American states did not undergo industrialization or enjoy economic develop- 
ment like that of the United States and Canada. Colonial legacies help explain the 
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British Investment 

Attempted 
Industrialization 

different economic development in Latin American lands. Even when Spain and Por-
tugal controlled the trade and investment policies of their American colonies, their 
home economies were unable to supply sufficient quantities of the manufactured goods 
that colonial markets demanded. As a result, they opened the colonies to European 
trade, which snuffed out local industries that could not compete with British, French, 
and German producers of inexpensive manufactured goods. Moreover, both in colo-
nial times and after independence, Latin American elites—urban merchants and large 
landholders—retained control over local economies. Elites profited handsomely from 
European trade and investment and thus had little incentive to seek different economic 
policies or work toward economic diversification. Thus foreign investment and trade 
had more damaging effects in Latin America than in the United States or Canada. 

The relatively small size of Latin American markets limited foreign influence, 
which generally took the form of investment. British merchants had little desire to 
transform Latin American states into dependent trading partners for the simple rea-
son that they offered no substantial market for British goods. Nevertheless, British 
investors took advantage of opportunities that brought them handsome profits and 
considerable control over Latin American economic affairs. In Argentina, for exam-
ple, British investors encouraged the development of cattle and sheep ranching. After 
the 1860s and the invention of refrigerated cargo ships, meat became Argentina's 
largest export. British investors controlled the industry and reaped the profits, how-
ever, as Argentina became Britain's principal supplier of meat. Between 1880 and 
1914, European migrants labored in the new export industries and contributed to 
the explosive growth of urban areas such as Buenos Aires: by 1914 the city's popula-
tion exceeded 3.5 million. Although migrant laborers rarely shared in the profits 
controlled by elites, the domination of urban labor by European migrants repre-
sented yet another form of foreign influence in Latin American economic affairs. 

In a few lands, ruling elites made attempts to encourage industrialization, but 
with only limited success. The most notable of those efforts came when the dictato-
rial general Porfirio Diaz ruled Mexico (1876-1911). Diaz represented the interests 
of large landowners, wealthy merchants, and foreign investors. Under his rule, rail-
road tracks and telegraph lines connected all parts of Mexico, and the production of 
mineral resources surged. A small steel industry produced railroad track and con-
struction materials, and entrepreneurs also established glass, chemical, and textile in-
dustries. The capital, Mexico City, underwent a transformation during the Diaz years: 
it acquired paved streets, streetcar lines, and electric streetlights. But the profits from 
Mexican enterprises did not support continuing industrial development. Instead, 
they went into the pockets of the Mexican oligarchy and foreign investors who sup-
ported Diaz, while a growing and discontented urban working class seethed with re-
sentment at low wages, long hours, and foreign managers. Even as agriculture, 
railroad construction, and mining were booming, the standard of living for average 
Mexicans had begun to decline by the early twentieth century. Frustration with that 
state of affairs helps explain the sudden outbreak of violent revolution in 1910. 

Despite a large proportion of foreign and especially British control, Latin Ameri-
can economies expanded rapidly in the late nineteenth century. Exports drove that 
growth: copper and silver from Mexico, bananas and coffee from Central America, 
rubber and coffee from Brazil, beef and wheat from Argentina, copper from Chile, 
and tobacco and sugar from Cuba. Other areas in the world also developed many of 
those same products for export, however, and competition for markets often led to 
lower prices for those commodities. As in the United States and Canada, foreign in-
vestment in Latin America provided capital for development, but unlike the situation 
in the northern lands, control over industries and exports remained in foreign hands. 
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British and U.S. investors underwrote economic and industrial development in Latin America 

during the late nineteenth century, but most of the profits flowed outside the region. This 

copper mine in northwestern Mexico was built with U.S. investments. 

Latin American economies were thus subject to decisions made in the interests of 
foreign investors, and unstable governments could do little in the face of strong for-
eign intervention. Controlled by the very elites who profited from foreign interven-
tion at the expense of their citizens, Latin American governments helped account for 
the region's slower economic development, despite growth in industrial and export 
economies. 

American Cultural and Social Diversity 
In his "Song of Myself" (1855), a poetic celebration of himself as well as the vast di-
versity of his nation, U.S. poet Walt Whitman asked: 

Do I contradict myself? 
Very well then I contradict myself, 
(I am large, I contain multitudes.) 

Much of the allure of the Americas derived from their vast spaces and diverse pop-
ulations. The Americas were indeed large, and they contained multitudes. While di-
versity distinguished the Americas, it also provided abundant fuel for conflicts between 
ethnic groups, social classes, and those segregated into rigid castes based on race and 
gender. The social and cultural diversity of American societies challenged their ability 
to achieve cultural cohesion as well as political unity and democratically inclusive 
states. The lingering legacies of European conquest, slavery, migration, and patriarchy 
highlighted contradictions between the Enlightenment ideals of freedom and equality 
and the realities of life for native and African-American peoples as well as recent mi-
grants and women. American societies experienced ample strife in the age of inde-
pendence. In efforts to maintain their own position and preserve social stability, the 
dominant political forces in the Americas often repressed demands for recognition by 
dispossessed groups. 
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Native Peoples 

Multicultural Society in the United States 

By the late nineteenth century, the United States had become a boisterous multicul-
tural society—the most culturally diverse land of the western hemisphere—whose 
population included indigenous peoples, Euro-American settlers, African-American 
laborers, and growing numbers of migrants from Europe and Asia. Walt Whitman 
described the United States as "not merely a nation but a teeming nation of nations." 
Yet political and economic power rested almost exclusively with white male elites of 
European ancestry. The United States experienced tension and occasional conflict as 
members of various constituencies worked for dignity, prosperity, and a voice in soci-
ety. During the nineteenth century, cultural and social tension swirled especially 

around indigenous peoples, African-American slaves and their descendants, women, 

and migrants. 
As they expanded to the west, Euro-American settlers and ranchers pushed indige-

nous peoples onto reservations. Although promising to respect those lands, the U.S. 
government permitted settlers and railroads to encroach on the reservations and force 
native peoples into increasingly cramped and marginal territories. Begrudging native 
Americans even these meager lands, the United States embarked in the latter half of 

The Apache youths at the Carlisle Indian School offer stark faces to the camera, suggesting their discontent 

with reform efforts directed at assimilation through education. 
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the nineteenth century on a policy designed to reduce native 
autonomy even further through laws and reforms aimed at as-
similating tribes to the white way of life. The U.S. government 
and private citizens acted to undermine or destroy outright the 
bases of native cultural traditions. Native tribes on the plains, 
for example, had developed material cultures largely centered 
on the hunting of bison, or buffalo, and the skillful exploita-
tion of those animal resources. Beginning in 1850 but acceler-
ating after the Civil War, white migrants, railroad employees, 
hunters, and "wild west" men such as Buffalo Bill Cody shot 
and killed hundreds of thousands of bison, effectively extermi-
nating the buffalo and the economy of the plains Indians. 
Herds numbering at least 15 million had been reduced to a 
mere thousand by 1875. 

Other U.S. actions also attempted to sever native Ameri-
cans' ties to their communal traditions and cultural practices. 
The Dawes Severalty Act of 1887 shifted land policies away 
from collective tribal reservations and toward individual tracts 
of land meant to promote the family farms once common in 
white U.S. society and now becoming increasingly less com- 

A lithograph from Harper's Weekly after the petitive. Even more traumatically, government officials re 	civil War. A black artisan, a middle-class moved native children from their families and tribes and 	African-American, and a black Union soldier 
enrolled them in white-controlled boarding schools. These 	are in the process of voting, perhaps for the first 
schools, such as the Carlisle Indian School and the Toledo In- 	time in their lives. 
dian School, illustrated the extent to which white society 
sought to eliminate tribal influences and inculcate Christian, 
U.S. values. Tribal languages as well as native dress and hair fashions were banned, 
further distancing the children from their cultures. Native Americans, however, re-
sisted these forms of assimilation, often fleeing from boarding schools or refusing to 
agree to new governmental land policies. Native land control diminished as a result, 
but over the following decades tribes rebuilt and reaffirmed native identities. 

The Civil War ended slavery, but it did not bring about instant equality for freed Freed Slaves 
slaves and their African-American descendants. In an effort to establish a place for 
freed slaves in American society, northern forces sent armies of occupation to the 
southern states and forced them to undergo a program of social and political recon-
struction (1867-1877). They extended civil rights to freed slaves and provided black 
men with voting rights. Black and white citizens in southern states elected biracial 
governments for the first time in U.S. history, and freed slaves participated actively in 
the political affairs of the republic. 

After Reconstruction, however, the armies of occupation went back north, and a 
violent backlash soon dismantled the program's reforms. Freed slaves had not received 
land grants or any other means of economic support, so many had to work as share-
croppers for former slave owners. Under those circumstances it was relatively easy for 
white southerners to take away the political and civil liberties that former slaves had 
gained under Reconstruction. By the turn of the century, U.S. blacks faced violence 
and intimidation when they tried to vote. Southern states fashioned a rigidly segre-
gated society that deprived the African-American population of educational, economic, 
and political opportunities. Although freedom was better than slavery, it was far differ-
ent from the hopeful visions of the slaves who had won their emancipation. 

Even before the Civil War, a small but growing women's movement had emerged Women 
in the United States. At the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, feminists issued a "dec- 
laration of sentiments" modeled on the Declaration of Independence—"We hold 
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Migrants 

Ethnic Diversity 

these truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are created equal"—and they 
demanded equal political and economic rights for U.S. women: 

Now, in view of this entire disenfranchisement of one-half the people of this country, their 
social and religious degradation—in view of the unjust laws above mentioned, and be-
cause women do feel themselves aggrieved, oppressed, and fraudulently deprived of their 
most sacred rights, we insist that they have immediate admission to all the rights and priv-
ileges which belong to them as citizens of the United States. 

Women fought for equal rights throughout the nineteenth century, and new op-

portunities for education and employment offered alternatives to marriage and do-
mesticity. Women's colleges, reform activism, and professional industrial jobs allowed 
some women to pursue careers over marriage. Yet meaningful economic and political 
opportunities for women awaited the twentieth century. 

Between 1840 and 1914 some twenty-five million European migrants landed on 
American shores, and in the late nineteenth century most of them hailed from south-
ern and eastern European countries. Migrants introduced new foods, music, dances, 
holidays, sports, and languages to U.S. society and contributed to the cultural diversity 
of the western hemisphere. Yet white, native-born citizens of the United States began 
to feel swamped by the arrival of so many migrants. Distaste for foreigners often re-
sulted in hostility to the migrants who flooded into the expanding industrial cities. Mi-
grants and their families tended to concentrate in certain districts, such as Little Italy 
and Chinatown—partly out of choice, since they preferred neighbors with familiar cul-
tural traditions, but partly also because native-born citizens discouraged the migrants 
from moving into other neighborhoods. Concerns about growing numbers of mi-
grants with different cultural and social traditions eventually led to the exclusion of 
new arrivals from Asian lands: the U.S. government ordered a complete halt to migra-
tion from China in 1882 and from Japan in 1907. 

Canadian Cultural Contrasts 

British and French settlers each viewed themselves as Canada's founding people. This 
cleavage, which profoundly influenced Canadian political development, masked much 
greater cultural and ethnic diversity in Canada. French and British settlers displaced the 
indigenous peoples, who remain a significant minority of Canada's population today. 
Slavery likewise left a mark on Canada. Slavery was legal in the British empire until 
1833, and many early settlers brought their slaves to Canada. After the 1830s, escaped 
slaves from the United States also reached Canada by way of the Underground Rail-
road. Blacks in Canada were free but not equal, segregated and isolated from the polit-
ical and cultural mainstream. Chinese migrants also came to Canada; lured by gold 
rushes such as the Fraser River rush of 1858 and by opportunities to work on the Cana-
dian Pacific Railway in the 1880s, Chinese migrants lived mostly in segregated China-
towns in the cities of British Columbia, and like blacks they had little voice in public 
affairs. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, waves of migrants brought 
even greater ethnic diversity to Canada. Between 1896 and 1914 three million mi-
grants from Britain, the United States, and eastern Europe arrived in Canada. 

Despite the heterogeneity of Canada's population, communities descended from 
British and French settlers dominated Canadian society, and conflict between the 
two communities was the most prominent source of ethnic tension throughout the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. After 1867, as British Canadians led the effort to 
settle the Northwest Territories and incorporate them into the Dominion, frictions 
between the two groups intensified. Westward expansion brought British Canadian 
settlers and cultivators into conflict with French Canadian fur traders and lumber- 



Sources from the Past 

The Meaning of Freedom for an Ex-Slave 

Even before the conclusion of the Civil War brought slavery to an end in the United States, Jourdan Anderson had taken 
the opportunity to run away and claim his freedom. After the war his former master, Colonel P. H. Anderson, wrote a 
letter asking him to return to work on his Tennessee plantation. In responding from his new home in Dayton, Ohio, 
Anderson respectfully refers to the colonel as "my old master" and addresses him as "sir." Yet Anderson's letter makes 
it clear that his family's freedom and welfare were his principal concerns. 

I want to know particularly what the good chance is you 
propose to give me. I am doing tolerably well here; I get 
$25 a month, with victuals and clothing; have a com-
fortable home for Mandy (the folks here call her Mrs. 
Anderson), and the children, Milly, Jane and Grundy, 
go to school and are learning well; the teacher says 
Grundy has a head for a preacher. They go to Sunday-
School, and Mandy and me attend church regularly. We 
are kindly treated; sometimes we overhear others saying, 
"Them colored people were slaves" down in Tennessee. 
The children feel hurt when they hear such remarks, but 
I tell them it was no disgrace in Tennessee to belong to 
Col. Anderson. Many darkies would have been proud, 
as I used to was, to call you master. Now, if you will write 
and say what wages you will give me, I will be better able 
to decide whether it would be to my advantage to move 
back again. 

As to my freedom, which you say I can have, there is 
nothing to be gained on that score, as I got my free-
papers in 1864 from the Provost-Marshal-General of the 
Department at Nashville. Mandy says she would be afraid 
to go back without some proof that you are sincerely dis-
posed to treat us justly and kindly—and we have con-
cluded to test your sincerity by asking you to send us our 
wages for the time we served you. This will make us for-
get and forgive old scores, and rely on your justice and 
friendship in the future. I served you faithfully for thirty-
two years and Mandy twenty years. At $25 a month for 
me, and $2 a week for Mandy, our earnings would 
amount to $11,680. Add to this the interest for the time 
our wages has been kept back and deduct what you paid 

for our clothing and three doctor's visits to me, and 
pulling a tooth for Mandy, and the balance will show 
what we are in justice entitled to. Please send the money 
by Adams Express, in care of V. Winters, esq, Dayton, 
Ohio. If you fail to pay us for faithful labors in the past 
we can have little faith in your promises in the future. We 
trust the good Maker has opened your eyes to the 
wrongs which you and your fathers have done to me and 
my fathers, in making us toil for you for generations 
without recompense. Here I draw my wages every Satur-
day night, but in Tennessee there was never any pay day 
for the negroes any more than for the horses and cows. 
Surely there will be a day of reckoning for those who de-
fraud the laborer of his hire. 

In answering this letter please state if there would 
be any safety for my Milly and Jane, who are now grown 
up and both good-looking girls. You know how it was 
with poor Matilda and Catherine. I would rather stay 
here and starve and die if it comes to that than have my 
girls brought to shame by the violence and wickedness 
of their young masters. You will also please state if there 
has been any schools opened for the colored children in 
your neighborhood, the great desire of my life now is to 
give my children an education, and have them form vir-
tuous habits. 

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 

In what clever ways does Jourdan Anderson test the se-
riousness of his former owner's offer of employment, 
and what does his approach say about the meaning of 
black freedom? 

SOURCE: Leon F. Litwack. Been in the Storm So Long: The Aftermath of Slavery. New York: Knopf, 1979, pp. 334-35. 
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jacks. The fur traders in particular often lived on the margins between European and 
indigenous societies. They frequently married or consorted with native women, giv-
ing rise to the metis, individuals of mixed European and indigenous ancestry. 

A major outbreak of civil strife took place in the 1870s and 1880s. Native peoples 
and metis had moved west throughout the nineteenth century to preserve their land 
and trading rights, but the drive of British Canadians to the west threatened them. 

The Metis 
and Louis Riel 



This photograph from the late nineteenth century cap-

tures the busy street life in San Francisco's Chinatown. 

Migrants flocked to urban centers and created ethnic 

enclaves such as Chinatown for comfort and protection, 

transforming the urban landscapes of the Americas in 

the process. 
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Louis Riel (1844-1885) emerged as the leader of the 
metis and indigenous peoples of western Canada. A 
metis himself, Riel abandoned his studies for the 
priesthood in Montreal and returned to his home in 
the Red River Settlement (in the southern part of 
modern Manitoba). Sensitive to his community's con-
cern that the Canadian government threatened local 
land rights, Rid assumed the presidency of a provi-
sional government in 1870. He led his troops in cap-
turing Fort Garry (modern Winnipeg) and negotiated 
the incorporation of the province of Manitoba into the 
Canadian Dominion. Canadian government officials 
and troops soon outlawed his government and forced 
Riel into years of exile, during which he wandered 
through the United States and Quebec, even suffering 
confinement in asylums. 

Work on the Canadian Pacific Railroad in the 
1880s renewed the threat of white settlement to in-
digenous and metis society. The metis asked Riel to 
lead resistance to the railroad and British Canadian 
settlement. In 1885 he organized a military force of 
metis and native peoples in the Saskatchewan river 
country and led an insurrection known as the North-
west Rebellion. Canadian forces quickly subdued the 
makeshift army, and government authorities executed 
Riel for treason. 

Although the Northwest Rebellion never had a 
chance of success, the execution of Riel nonetheless 
reverberated throughout Canadian history. French 
Canadians took it as an indication of the state's readi-
ness to subdue individuals who were culturally distinct 
and politically opposed to the drive for a nation dom- 

inated by British Canadian elites. In the very year when completion of the transcon- 
tinental railroad signified for some the beginnings of Canadian national unity, Riel's 
execution foreshadowed a long term of cultural conflict between Canadians of 
British, French, and indigenous ancestry. 

Migration and 
Cultural Diversity 

Ethnicity, Identity, and Gender in Latin America 

The heritage of Spanish and Portuguese colonialism and the legacy of slavery in-
clined Latin American societies toward the establishment of hierarchical distinctions 
based on ethnicity and color. At the top of society stood the creoles, individuals of 
European ancestry born in the Americas, while indigenous peoples, freed slaves, and 
their black descendants occupied the lowest rungs of the social ladder. In between 
were various groups of mixed ancestry, such as mestizos, mulattoes, zambos, and 
castizos. Although most Latin American states ended the legal recognition of these 
groups, the distinctions themselves persisted after independence and limited the op-
portunities available to peoples of indigenous, African, or mixed ancestry. 

Large-scale migration brought added cultural diversity to Latin America in the 
nineteenth century. Indentured laborers who went from Asian lands to Peru, Brazil, 
Cuba, and other Caribbean destinations carried with them many of their native cul- 
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tural practices. When their numbers were relatively small, as in the case of Chinese 
migrants to Cuba, they mostly intermarried and assimilated into the working classes 
without leaving much foreign influence on the societies they joined. When they were 
relatively more numerous, however, as in the case of Indian migrants to Trinidad and 
Tobago, they formed distinctive communities in which they spoke their native lan-
guages, prepared foods from their homelands, and observed their inherited cultural 
and social traditions. Migration of European workers to Argentina brought a lively 
diversity to the capital of Buenos Aires, which was perhaps the most cosmopolitan 
city of nineteenth-century Latin America. With its broad avenues, smart boutiques, 
and handsome buildings graced with wrought iron, Buenos Aires enjoyed a reputa-
tion as "the Paris of the Americas." 

Latin American intellectuals seeking cultural identity usually saw themselves either 
as heirs of Europe or as products of the American environment. One spokesperson 
who identified with Europe was the Argentine president Domingo Faustino Sarmiento 
(1811-1888). Sarmiento despised the rule of caudillos that had emerged after inde-
pendence and worked for the development of the best society based on European val-
ues. In his widely read book Facundo: Civilization and Barbarism (1845), Sarmiento 
argued that it was necessary for Buenos Aires to bring discipline to the disorderly Ar-
gentine countryside. Deeply influenced by the Enlightenment, he characterized books, 
ideas, law, education, and art as products of cities, and he argued that only when cities 
dominated the countryside would social stability and genuine liberty be possible. 

Sarmiento admired the bravery and independence of Argentina's gauchos (cow- Gauchos 
boys), but he considered it imperative that urban residents rather than ranchers make 
society's crucial decisions. Although the mystique of the gaucho did not extend 
throughout all of Latin America, observers did see gauchos as one symbol of Latin 
American identity. Most gauchos were mestizos or castizos, but there were also white 
and black gauchos. For all intents and purposes, anyone who adopted gaucho ways 
became a gaucho, and gaucho society acquired an ethnic egalitarianism rarely found 
elsewhere in Latin America. Gauchos were most prominent in the Argentine pampas, 
but their cultural practices linked them to the cowboys, or vaqueros, found through-
out the Americas. As pastoralists herding cattle and horses on the pampas, gauchos 
stood apart from both the indigenous peoples and the growing urban and agricul-
tural elites who gradually displaced them with large land holdings and cattle ranches 
that spread to the pampas. 

The gauchos led independent and self-sufficient lives that appealed broadly in hi-
erarchical Latin American society. Gauchos lived off their own skills and needed only 
their horses to survive. They dressed distinctively, with sashed trousers, ponchos, and 
boots. Countless songs and poems lauded their courage, skills, and lovemaking 
bravado. Yet independence and caudillo rule disrupted gaucho life as the cowboys 
increasingly entered armies, either voluntarily or under compulsion, and as settled 
agriculture and ranches surrounded by barbed wire enclosed the pampas. The gau-
chos did not leave the pampas without resistance. The poet Jose Hernandez offered 
a romanticized vision of the gaucho life and protested its decline in his epic poem 
The Gaucho Martin Fierro (1873). Hernandez conveyed the pride of gauchos, par-
ticularly those who resisted assimilation into Euro-American society, by having 
Martin Fierro proclaim his independence and assert his intention to stay that way: 

I owe nothin' to nobody; 
I don't ask for shelter, or give it; 
and from now on, nobody 
better try to lead me around by a rope. 



Pedro Damian Alegre is an Argentinian gaucho, dressed 

traditionally and striking a solitary pose symbolic of 

gaucho individualism. 
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Male Domination 

Female Activism 

Nevertheless, by the late 
nineteenth century, gauchos 
were more echoes of the 
Latin American past than 
makers of a viable society. 

Even more than in the 
United States and Canada, 
male domination was a cen-
tral characteristic of Latin 
American society in the nine-
teenth century. Women could 
not vote or hold office, nor 
could they work or manage 
estates without permission 
from their male guardians. In 
rural areas, women were li-
able to rough treatment and 
assault by gauchos and other 
men steeped in the values of 
machismo—a social ethic that 
honored male strength, cour-
age, aggressiveness, assertive-
ness, and cunning. A few 
women voiced their discon-
tent with male domination 
and machismo. In her poem 
"To Be Born a Man" (1887), 
for example, the Bolivian poet 
Adela Zamudio lamented 
bitterly that talented women 

could not vote, but ignorant men could, just by learning how to sign their names. Al-
though Latin American lands had not yet generated a strong women's movement, they 
did begin to expand educational opportunities for girls and young women after the 
mid-nineteenth century. In large cities most girls received some formal schooling, and 
women usually filled teaching positions in the public schools that proliferated through-
out Latin America in the late nineteenth century. 

Women did carve spaces for themselves outside or alongside the male world of 
machismo, and this was especially true in the home and in the marketplace, where 
Latin American women exerted great influence and control. In the early twentieth 
century, women served in conjunction with men in the Mexican revolution, most fa-
mously as Zapatistas, or followers of Emiliano Zapata. Many women supporting Za-
pata labored within the domestic realm to provide food for the soldiers, and others 
breached the domestic barrier to become soldiers and officers themselves. Although 
those women who became soldaderas (female soldiers or supporters of soldiers) 
demonstrated the most extreme forms of activism during the Mexican revolution, 
Mexican women on the whole made major contributions to the success of the revo-
lution and shared in the radical spirit of change that characterized much of early-
twentieth-century Latin America. 
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A fter gaining independence from European colonial powers, the states of the western A hemisphere worked to build stable and prosperous societies. The independent Amer-

ican states faced difficult challenges—including vast territories, diverse populations, social 

tensions, and cultural differences—as they sought to construct viable societies on the En-

lightenment principles of freedom, equality, and constitutional government. The United 

States and Canada built large federal societies in North America, whereas a series of 

smaller states governed affairs in Latin America. The United States in particular was an 

expansive society, absorbing Texas, California, and the northern territories of Mexico 

while extending its authority from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean. Throughout the hemi-

sphere descendants of European settlers subdued indigenous American peoples and built 

societies dominated by Euro-American peoples. They established agricultural economies, 

exploited natural resources, and in some lands launched processes of industrialization. 

They accepted streams of European and Asian migrants, who contributed not only to 

American cultural diversity but also to the transformations in labor practices necessitated 

by the abolition of slavery and the rise of industry. All American lands experienced ten-

sions arising from social, economic, cultural, and ethnic differences, which led occasion-

ally to violent civil conflict and often to smoldering resentments and grievances. The 

making of independent American societies was not a smooth process, but it reflected the 

increasing interdependence of all the world's peoples. 



Louisiana Purchase 1803 

Lewis and Clark expedition 1804-1806 

1861-1865 U.S. Civil War 

1812-1814 War of 1812 

Rule of Juan Manuel de Rosas in Argentina 1829-1852 

1838-1839 Trail of Tears 

Mexican-American War 1846-1848 

Seneca Falls Convention 1848 

California gold rush 1849 

La Reforma in Mexico 1850s 
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CHRONOLOGY 

1867 	 Establishment of the Dominion of Canada 

1867 	 French troops withdraw f1eYlcn  

1867-1877 
	

Reconstruction in the Uric  a  tares" — 

1869 	 Completion of the transcontinental railroad line in the United States 

1876 
	

Battle of Little Big Horn 

 

 

 

1876-1911  ---- 
	

Rule of Porfirio Diaz in Mexico 

 

1885 
	

Completion of the Canadian Pacific Railroad 

1885 Illorthwest  Rebellion 

1890 	 F  Massacre at Wounded Knee 

1910-1920 
	

Mexican revolution 
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